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Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors Special Meeting 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
April 16, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
4201 Guardian Avenue, Activity Room# 1 

Simi Valley, CA 93063 
(805) 584-4400; www.rsrpd.org 

Meeting held via Teleconference 

I. CALL TO ORDER- The Meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m. by Chair Abele. 

2. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) - NONE 

3. PRESENTATIONS, SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Recognition of Thomas Herdering For Donating a Kidney to Save a Life 

Chair Abele spoke from his heart, he and Jill are looking forward to recognizing 
Thomas Herdering this evening, He rose to the occasion and uplifted the 
community. He admires Jill's bravery and courage, she has changed her diet and 
exercising routines and endured endless testing. He admires the way she handled it 
and the way she values life. Thomas Herdering is most responsible for these events 
and gave the special lifesaving gift of his kidney, he is the community's newest 
Super Hero! Abele thanked Team Jill's Executive Committee for their dedication. 
Special thanks to Rocky Rhodes and Tony Falato the original Super Heroes as 
Rocky donated his kidney to Tony. Local businesses put up flyers, there was 
emotional support, meals provided; he feels blessed to live in this great community 
that came together. Even in these dark times, local heroes emerged. 

Vice Chair Dennert read the certificate from RSRPD and thanked Thomas 
Herdering for donating his kidney to save a life. 

Director O'Brien is glad it all worked out and that both Jill and Thomas are 
recovering well. This has been a bright light in dark times. 

Director Freeman added there are no words to express how happy she is and what 
a great humanitarian Thomas is. 

Director Johnson is glad Thomas and Jill are doing well; prayers have been 
answered and he will continue to pray for them. 

County Supervisor Bob Huber stated Thomas gave the ultimate sacrifice and 
thanked him for being a shining example; he thanked Team Jill for their efforts. 
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Mayor Mashburn stated the City of Simi Valley always comes through in a time of 
need, even in difficult times. Thomas is a genuine hero; he is proud of him and 
salutes Jill for her strength. 

Dawn Smollen, Simi Valley Unified School District Board President, stated 
Thomas gave a special gift of a life and it can't be underestimated. He is a 
wonderful, giving person. She congratulated Jill and Thomas on the successful 
surgeries. 

Ryan Valencia, on behalf of Assemblywoman Christy Smith, stated it was a selfless 
act and they will be sending Thomas a certificate of recognition. 

John Morales, representing Assembly Candidate Mike Garcia, said Thomas is a 
hero in every sense of the word. He took a risk to benefit another. The community 
has produced another hero, he wished Jill and Thomas a speedy recovery. 

Tony Falato thanked Thomas for donating his kidney to Jill and thanked Rocky 
Rhodes for donating a kidney to Tony. He stated he knows two heroes. 

John Tolson is honored to live in this community and to know Thomas. 

Dorina Timbol was not surprised to hear of Thomas' heroic act. She thanked 
Thomas and his family and said she is proud to live in this community. 

Herdering said the benefits are profound and heartfelt. He thanked the community 
for everything they have done. He learned that he has a lot of friends. He thanked 
Jill and Team Jill, they are second to none. Other donors have shared their 
experiences and offered to help. Debbie Thomas and Terry Marvin were helpful. 
Evelyn and Tony from the Junkyard helped, guided, and hugged him. He thanked 
his wife, children, and sister who has been a tremendous help to him and his family. 

Abele again thanked Thomas, said Jill is very grateful and thanked everyone for 
participating this evening in honoring Thomas. 

4. ADJOURNMENT-Chair Abele adjourned the Meeting at 7:14 pm. 
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Dan Paranick, District Manager 
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